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	Untitled

	DATE: 1700 EDT Tuesday, 27 SEP 05
	SITUATION DATA: Recovery efforts continue in the Gulf States after Katrina and Rita. 

No update available from Office of Force Readiness and Deployment on IHS Officers deployed. Yesterday's numbers were:
Indian Health Service Deployed Officers Update

In deployed status for Hurricane Katrina and Rita - 257
Approved and available for deployment - 114
Returned from deployment - 51

	OUTLOOK DATA: 
A tropical wave sweeping WNW through the central Caribbean is being monitored for further development. Convection with the system diminished last night, but redeveloped rapidly this morning. Conditions are becoming more favorable for additional strengthening of the system as it pushes toward the northwest Caribbean, so an Air Force Reserve Hurricane Hunter aircraft may be dispatched to check out the disturbance tomorrow.

	ACTION DATA: 
The Nashville Area continues the coordination of communications, logistics, and emergency power needs with the Tribes in the path of Hurricane Rita. 

Nashville Area Staff are in the field to be resources for the Tribes in the path of the Hurricane.

	SAFETY DATA: Disaster Boating tips 
-Develop a float plan. Anytime you go out in a boat, give a responsible person details about where you will be and how long you will be gone. 
-Wear foot protection
-Use Coast Guard-approved life jackets
-Watch the weather
	STATISTICS DATA: Another disturbance being watched is moving westward in the central Atlantic about halfway between Africa and South America near 10 degrees north. Convection is beginning to develop around a low pressure center associated with the system, so further development is possible.

In the eastern Pacific, the last advisory on Tropical Depression Norma has been issued. In the central Pacific, tiny Tropical Storm Kenneth (60 mph) is located about 925 miles ESE of Hilo, Hawaii, and pushing toward the NW. Kenneth is expected to grow weaker as it continues toward the NW, remaining east and north of the Hawaiian Islands.

In the western Pacific, Typhoon Longwang (105 mph), centered several hundred miles SW of Iwo Jima, is churning toward Okinawa. 
	FEDERAL DATA: Status report for federally recognized tribes in the Nashville Area of the IHS impacted by Hurricane Rita - Afternoon report as of 27SEP05. Submitted by CAPT Kevin Molloy.  

Reports continue to advise that there were no injuries or fatalities from any tribe.

Alabama Coushatta Tribe of Texas-
It is reported that clean up activities continue due to a large number of trees that are down. 

CAPT Molloy and the Nashville Area continue to address the power and water issues. Needs assessments are being completed to identify further assistance needed for the Tribe.

NSAO has sent an Environmental Health Officer and a Sanitation Facilities Construction Engineer to Alabama Coushatta to assist with restoration of services.  

Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana- 
No further needs identified at this time. Tree removal is still an issue.

Jean Band of Choctaw, Louisiana-
Power and shelter issues are being addressed. No additional requests for assistance at this time.

HHS Region IV - Summary

There are now 2,145 residential FEMA trailers occupied by displaced persons in Mississippi and 553 persons who are being housed on the cruise ship in Mobile, Alabama. Mississippi Health Department priorities include mental health support for first responders, vector control and epidemiological surveillance, food safety, and flu vaccinations for sheltered populations. An anticipated fuel shortage in the area may impact the operations of the Nevada-1 and Carolina Med-1.
 
HHS Region VI - Summary

Cameron Parish and several nearby areas in Louisiana sustained significant damage from Hurricane Rita and HHS is positioning a forward element of the Secretary’s Emergency Response Team in Lake Charles to assist in recovery efforts there. Many of the hospitals in the impacted area sustained little structural damage and are operational. The Comfort has been assigned to provide emergency and trauma care from the Port of New Orleans. The inflow of water into the Lower 9th Ward has been stopped and pumping operations have started to alleviate floodwaters.
 
	WEATHER DATA: New Orleans - Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low near 74. Calm wind becoming northeast around 5 mph. 

Wednesday: Mostly sunny, with a high around 92. East wind around 5 mph. 

Wednesday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 74. Calm winds.
 
	CURRENT CONTINUED: Incident Update for HHS Headquarters

HHS recovery operations in support of Hurricane Katrina are focused on assessing public health and medical needs, augmenting medical care in affected hospitals and shelters, finding housing for health care workers, and providing human services for evacuee populations.  Mass fatality management, mental health support, and data collection are also high priorities.

A Texas power grid sustained significant damage from Hurricane Rita and HHS is working with the state to support the evacuation of several counties because of the power outage and heat advisories. Other HHS operations in support of Hurricane Rita include the staging and operating Federal Medical Shelter units, providing staff augmentation, and performing mosquito abatement and shelter assessments

Federal response activities:

·   Joint Field Offices (JFO) are up and operating in Baton Rouge, LA, Austin, TX, Orlando, FL, and Jackson, MS. 

·   Disaster declarations are in effect for the following states: Texas, Louisiana, Florida, Mississippi, and Alabama.

Special Needs Shelters 

HHS is assisting in the operation of the following state-controlled special needs shelters. 
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